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Safety First!





C/2LT Adam Essenmacher Earns Mitchell





LTC John Connor, Group 3 Commander presented the General Billy Mitchell Award to C/2LT Adam Essenmacher on February 22, in the presence of his parents, grandparents, and members of OH Squadron 219. The Mitchell Award honors the late Brigadier General Billy Mitchell, aviation pioneer, advocate, and staunch supporter of an independent Air Force for America. 





The structured Civil Air Patrol program is divided into 16 segments called achievements, involving study and performance in five program areas. Upon completion of each achievement, the cadet earns increased responsibility, decorations, awards, eligibility for national and international special activities, and opportunities for both flight and academic scholarships. 





The second milestone of this endeavor is the General Billy Mitchell Award, which is earned after completing the first eight achievements of the cadet program. In addition, the cadet must pass an arduous 100-question examination testing leadership theory and aerospace topics. Since its inception over 30 years ago, over 42,000 cadets have earned this honor.





Cadets who receive the Mitchell Award are also eligible for advanced placement in the grade of E-3 (Airman First Class) should they choose to enlist in the US Air Force and eligible for advanced credit in the Air Force ROTC program. Mitchell Award cadets may also apply for a variety of scholarships and CAP special activities.





Congratulations C/2LT Essenmacher, on a job well done!
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C/2LT Adam Essenmacher receives the Billy Mitchell Award from LTC Connor, Group 3 Commander


22-Feb-2004
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C/2LT Essenmacher with his proud family





 Cadets in the News


C/CMSgt. Jacquelyn Charnigo has been accepted to both the Air Force and Navel Academy for the Class of 2008. Congratulations C/CMSgt. Charnigo!





Cadet Charnigo placed at the Mt Union High School Indoor Track Open on February 27th; first in high jump (5’0) and third in the pole vault (10’6).  





Cadets Excel in Academics


Honor Roll~1st Semester


C/CMSgt Jacqui Charnigo – Buckeye HS 


C/2LT Adam Essenmacher – New London HS


C/A David Hacker – Cloverleaf HS


C/SMSgt Tom Prebis – Highland HS


C/TSgt Steve Stugmyer – Wadsworth HS





We’re Proud of our Cadets!





Recent Promotions and Additions


C/SSgt Steve Stugmyer to C/TSgt 


C/A1C Conrad Crookston to C/SrA


SM Wendy Brown


SM David Hacker, PhD


SM Jackie Hacker








SKHAWKS Pass Physical Testing


The most recent PT event boasted a 100% pass rate of all cadets participating. The cadets were tested on their level of sit-ups, push-ups, stretching, and individually timed relay sprints.








WW II Pilot Speaks to Cadets


   Lt. James Kappele captivated the cadets with stories regarding his assignment as a B-26 pilot in WWII.  Joining the Army right after High School, he shared his training to eventually fly his own plane, “Chubby”.   Lt. Kappele described the development of the B-26 from a prototype “1st off the line” to the Army ordering 800 more and continually developing the design as those 800 were made.  Eventually the plane was large enough and with a wide enough wingspan to hold a 4000lb bomb load, out scaling the B-17 by 1000 lbs.


   Stationed in Europe, Lt. Kappele’s plane was shot down and he spent 17 months in a German POW camp on the Baltic Sea. Kappele spoke of digging tunnels to attempt escapes and getting rid of the dirt in barrack walls, on the grounds, and even in a discovered tunnel. Tin cans were always saved since, among other things, they served as a makeshift air “hose” to supply fresh air further along the tunnel. Unfortunately, no one was able to escape very far because the camp was so far into enemy territory.  


   Kappele described rations as “not enough” and “not good” as he talked about coffee resembling liquid sawdust, too many turnips, and the best oatmeal they had was rabbit food!  Even with the Red Cross supplying much appreciated care packages and recreational items for the POWs to use, with no work to do and no set schedule, Kappele said days were “36 hours long”.


   When the war was over, the camp was in Russian territory. To make sure none of the 9000 in camp were German, the Russians were going to delay their release.  General Patton stopped that when he threatened to ‘come and get them.’  Two days later they were transported to France and eventually home.
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Questions for Lt. Kappele
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Skyhawks Receive Aerospace Education Grant





The Skyhawks received a $250 grant from the Aerospace Education Foundation.  Capt Roy Norris, Aerospace Education Officer, applied for and received the grant to increase cadets’ knowledge of aerospace issues and encourage their pursuit in aerospace careers.  The grant will fund a library of information regarding space exploration, rockets, and space education including three videos to be used in cadet training.  Alpha rocket models will be purchased and built by the cadets so they have an opportunity to test their knowledge as well as various engines with the rockets.





Upcoming Events


Summer encampment is June 19-26 at Wright Patterson Airforce Base. Applications are available online (CAP form 31). Encampment is a requirement of the General Billy Mitchell award.





Mansfield SAREX is April 2-4. Let 1LT Kaufman know if you are able to attend.





Cadets Participate in SAREX


Findlay Airport (FDY) was the Mission Base for the February SAREX where six members of the Medina County Skyhawks Squadron participated: 1LT Jason Kaufmann (Ground Team Leader), 2LT Emerson Ziegler (Ground Team Leader -Trainee, EMT), C/TSgt Steven Stugmyer (Ground Team Member-Trainee, Mission Radio Operator-Trainee), C/SSgt Nick Zachman (Ground Team Member, Mission Radio Operator-Trainee), C/2LT Adam Essenmacher (Ground Team Member-Trainee), and C/Amn Corey Essenmacher (Ground Team Member-Trainee). 


�There were 24 sorties completed over the two days, three using Ground Teams.   Their objectives were to learn techniques for a visual search, radio direction finding, and how to locate and recover simulated victims and targets along a route.  The Ground Teams learned how to communicate with supporting aircrews using radio-out procedures; this included the use of signal mirrors and certain vehicular (aircraft) maneuvers. �All members enjoyed their learning experiences, and hope to participate in the 2-4 April SAREX at the Mansfield-Lahm Airport (MFD).  		    						  ~submitted by 1LT Jason Kaufmann
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Squadron with Lt. James Kappele	     8-Feb-2004









