EXPLANATION OF THE PATCH

The unit is named in honor of Lt Col Jerome P. Ashman USAF Retired. Col Ashman had a very positive
impact on members of CAP in Ohio over the years. During his time in the USAF, he was a meteorologist.
Among his many assignments, the easiest for us to represent was Commander of Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station, and thus the symbol of the rocket blasting off to explore new frontiers.

The unit moto, SEMPER ELIT, is Latin for Always Flexible. As with many in Civil Air Patrol, we want to
remain adaptable to face each new challenge or opportunity.

Our unit is the result of a vision by then C/MSgt Aiden Lewis who saw a need for a unit meeting in an
under-served area, and on a night when other units did not meet. It was through his drive and
determination to see the project through over a period of almost a year, that this unit was chartered as
a flight in Sep 2016. In his honor, the rocket carries his initials, AL.

The unit started with seven other members, represented by the seven stars. The largest star is for the
late Major Susan Lewis, Cadet Lewis’ mother. She provided the guidance and support for Cadet Lewis
until her death. The four medium size stars are for the other four senior members who brought their
extensive experience and knowledge to the unit. The two smaller stars are for the other two cadets
who came bringing less experience, but a desire to grow.

If we stay flexible, our possibilities are infinite. To continually remind ourselves to be open to those
infinite possibilities, as Cadet Lewis was, we have included the symbol for infinity on the rocket.

The Civil Air Patrol Tri-prop in a triangle is included to verify the unit is part of Civil Air Patrol, and not
another organization.

THE COLORS

The outline of the patch and the outline and the letters of the scrolls, are in Air Force Yellow which
represents "the sun" and the excellence required of Air Force (and CAP) personnel.

The background is Air Force Blue (Ultramarine) which represents the sky, charity, constancy, daylight,
devotion, loyalty, sincerity, thinking, and truth.

The rocket is GREEN because that represents adaptability. But it also represents gladness, freshness,
hope, immortality, joy, love, life, nature, prosperity, wisdom, and youth.

The lettering on the rocket and the outline is SILVER which represents charity, clear conscience, faith,
and test of truth.

The stars and the cloud of smoke from the rocket engine is WHITE which represents daylight, perfection,
truth and wisdom.

The White Triangle and Red Tri-prop are part of the CAP seal. RED represents the blood of life, courage,
passion, strength, valor and zeal.



